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Catholic Schools’ Week 

Jan. 25-30

Upcoming Events

January 

25-30 Catholic Schools’ Week

25  Open House 12-2pm

February

13 or 21 8th Grade Placement Test

21 Winter Ball,  at Hamilton’s

March:

12 Preview Night/Open House

16  Begin Registration for 2015- 16     

April:  

5 A Blessed Easter to All

6-10  Spring Break

May:

12 Honors Night, 7:00pm

30 Baccalaureate Mass, 4:30pm

31  Graduation, 2:00pm

ROUTT OPEN HOUSE

SUNDAY, JANUARY 25

12:00PM - 2:00PM

8th Grade Placement Test

February 13, 2015,  8:30am -11:30am or 

February 21, 2015,  9:00am 12:00pm

Preview Night - March 12, 2015, 6:00pm
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Fall -Winter 2014 A Community of Tradition for over 100 years

Veterans’ Day Assembly
How will you show your appreciation?  How can we help?

! e English Composition Class at Routt Catholic High School 
asked that very question.  In October, the students in Mrs. Janet 
Chipman’s Composition Class conducted interviews with eight 
Routt graduates who have served or currently serving in the 
military.   ! e alums are David Rawlings, ‘44, Don English ‘62, 
Tom Murgatroyd ‘66,  Jim Pro"  tt ‘66, Jimmy Duncan ‘67, Nick 
Gilmore ‘99, and Mike  Morrow ‘99.  During our Veterans’ Day 
assembly, the Combined Veteran Ceremonial Team presented the 
Colors.  A# er a prayer from Mr. Mark Rood, 

! eology Teacher, and a brief history of Veteran’s Day from 
Student Council President, Caitlin Smith, the composition class 
performed a choral reading of the compiled responses given by 
these men.  It began with statistics…23 million, the number of 

veterans in the United States 
today with 33% of those living 
served during the Vietnam 
War, and one-third of today’s 
homeless population.
  “Our Composition class had 

the honor and the privilege 
to interview eight brave men 
– Routt alums, United States 
Veterans – who served with 
distinction, with honor, with 
courage,” Abby Jackson stated.  
! e questions began with 
courage. Each student stood 
to make known the words of these courageous men.  “I went in 
March of ’45 and didn’t leave until April of ’75.”  “I enlisted in 1999; 
I got to see di$ erent cultures…I’ve been to Germany, El Salvador, 
Nicaragua, Iraq, Kuwait, and di$ erent parts of the Unites States. 
It’s “eye-opening.”  “We would be out at sea for months at a time 
and the mother ships would bring us gas; you’d always be out at sea 
while doing a lot of shore bombardment so we’d get spotters from 
the beaches that were from the Marine Corps.” “Biggest fear about 
being in Iraq? I just didn’t want to die or my buddies to die.  I didn’t 
know what to expect; it was a big eye-opener…”
! e students were told stories about basic training, what they 
missed about home, and the di$ erent value systems, and going 
above and beyond.  
It concluded with more statistics...a horrible epidemic of suicides 
with our veterans.  Currently, one every 65 seconds takes their life.  
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder is the leading cause of homelessness 
and unemployment in veterans. 
! ese students did not have an answer, but want us to continue to 
keep these brave men and women in our thoughts and prayers, and 
not only on Veterans’ Day.  
How will you show your appreciation?  How can we help?

New Sta!  Members

Mrs. Pat Boldt, Biology, Botany, Environmental Science and Zoology teacher; previously taught math 
and science in Scott and Morgan Counties; chemistry teacher in Beardstown.  Specialties include 
biology, chemistry/physics/physical science and mathematics. 
Mrs. Betsy Kennedy, is the General Studies Tutor and Librarian;  she holds a MA ineducation at 
Western IL U. Taught Jr. High/HS History in Virginia from 1977-2010. 
Mr. Paul Herring, is our Math Tutor.  He holds an MS degree from Western IL U.  Completed State 
approved program in Mathematics.  Certi& cate Endorsements in Chemistry, General Science, 
Mathematics, Physics and Psychology.
 “I enjoy teaching here,” says Mrs. Boldt,” ! e students get the bene& t of the experienced retired 
teachers. ! ere is a love of education here...it’s a family.”  Pat Boldt, Betsy Kennedy, Paul Herring
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A Letter from the Principal

Christmas Dance

Dear Alumni and Friends of Routt,

Happy New Year!  January brings us to the midpoint of this school year.  It seems as if it was only  yes-
terday that I was introducing myself to the students and starting to learn their names.  Now we begin the 
second semester and all that goes with it – ACT testing, spring sports, prom, and of course graduation.

" e faculty and I will begin reviewing our course o# erings and preparing for next year’s schedule.  
We will examine our curriculum and work to align it with the colleges and universities that our 
students seek to attend.  We will look at our facilities and determine what areas need improvement 
and how best to address those needs.  We have added two tutors to our sta#  (1 full-time, 1 part-time) 
to assist our students in their e# orts to develop and use their talents to the best of their abilities.    

Hopefully you will have noticed the improvements to our parking areas, exit driveway, and 
front lighting.  We have purchased a new digital, programmable front message board which 
will be installed soon.  We have also contracted for new trophy cases in the lobby, and the 

statue of Jesus will also be displayed more prominently.

I encourage you to stop and visit us at Routt.  Please come and support our students in their many extracurricular activities and 
service projects.  Come watch a game, a play, or a band concert.  Walk about our lobby and see the student displays of art work 
and research projects.  It is truly a joy to see our students perform and it gives me pause when I realize just how gi$ ed they are.  

As always, it is your continued support that keeps Routt going.  " ank you for that support.  I am blessed to be a part of the tradi-
tion and heritage that is Routt Catholic High School.  Go Rockets!

Nick Roscetti
RCHS Principal

Queen Martha Naruna and King Keegan 
Hoots

Allie Dolen with her sister 
Casey, 2013 Queen

Seniors: Luke Overton, Martha Maruna, 
Emily Haley, Keegan Hoots, Morgan 
Spaulding and Caitlin Smith

" e DJs, Maria Langdon 
and Isabel Brahler

" e Christmas Dance is sponsored 
by the Boys’ and Girls’ Swim Team.  
Funds raised go to help defray the 
costs for pool rental and other 
needs of the swim teams.  Students 
are coached by Mrs. Dee Arendt.
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Bon! re activities kicks o"  Homecoming Week.

2014 Homecoming Court: Keegan Hoots, Caitlin 
Smith, Zach Dahman, Morgan Spaulding, Matt 
Jackson, Kalyssa Birdsell, Andrew Basnet, Martha 
Maruna. Queen Julianna Russotto, and King, John 
Garde.

Homecoming 2014

A Night In Black And White
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2014 Homecoming King, John Garde and Queen, 
Julianna Russotto.

Mr. Mark Rood, # eology Teacher and Campus 
Ministry Director, 2014 Grand Marshall.  

Class Floats

Prod parents Mike and Chriss Garde, Becky and Peter Rus-
sotto with their children 2014 Homecoming King, John Garde 
and Queen, Julianna Russotto.
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Volleyball

Golf

Football
! e 2014 Routt varsity  football team did not get many wins this year but the players 
fought hard until the end of every game. ! e JV team had a winning record this year 
and there will be a lot of returning players in the 2015! ! ere were many highlights 
throughout the season please see list below of team and conference awards. First 
team All Conference are: David Jensen, Keegan Hoots and Cole Burke. Second team 
All Conference are: Andrew Basnett, Patrick May.  Honorable Mention- Joe Nix, 
David Ruppel, Austin Black.

! e 2014 boys golf team consisted of Patrick Shea (junior), Austin 
Stewart (junior),  Ethan Flinn (sophomore), Alex Anderson 
(freshman), and Hunter Chumley (freshman).
Sportsman ship award: Alex Anderson
MVP:  Ethan Flinn

! e girls golf team consisted of Kaylee Robinson (junior), Sarah 
Newell (sophomore), Erica Lay (freshman), and Sarah War# eld 
(freshman). Sportsmanship award:  Sarah Newell
MVP:  (tie)  Kaylee Robinson and Erica Lay

! e Lady Rocket volleyball team ended their season 
with a record of 11 and 24; 4 and 6 in WIVC play.  ! e 
11 wins is a four win 
improvement form the previous season.  In addition, 
the team won 5 matches in tournament play this year, 
much improved from the single victory in tournament 
play in 2013. 
Individually, several Lady Rockets made their marks 
this year.  Senior Morgan Spaulding, was named to the 
All-Tournament team at the Lutheran Crusader Classic, 
a great accomplishment considering the high caliber of 
talent in one of the areas strongest tournaments.  Junior 
Caroline Casler, earned All-WIVC recognition and 
the Most Valuable Player Award with her outstanding 
defensive play as the team’s libero.  Sophomore Cassidy 
Abbott earned the team’s Most Improved Player award 
with her strong play in the front row.  Juliana Russotto 
earned the WIVC Sportsmanship Award with her 
leadership and her overall ability to be a great team-
mate to everyone.  In addition, Juliana Russotto, Caitlin 
Smith, Morgan Spaulding, Isabel Brahler, Madison 
Brockhouse, Caroline Casler, Marie Langdon, Maddie 
Nelson, Lilly Schwiderski, Cassie Huey, Madison Scott 
and Sara Worrell earned Academic All-Conference.  
Overall, it was a year of great improvement in all 
aspects of the game-understanding, experience, skill 
development, team chemistry, etc.  ! e Lady Rockets 
are back on track and looking forward to next year.

! e team ended the regular season with 8 wins and 5 losses. 

Team awards:
Rocket award:  Adam Howard
Best Newcomer: David Jensen and Hunter Chumley
Best Lineman: Cole Burke
Best skilled Defensive player: Keegan Hoots
Best skilled o$ ensive player: Andrew Basnet
Most Improved player: Tommy Scheirl
MVP: Keegan Hoots
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Student News    
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Martin Asama, Kirby Hartz, and Jasper Sleeman were named 2015 
Illinois State Scholars. Students were awarded this prestigious award 
based on high ACT scores and class rank. ! e Illinois Student 
Assistance Commission (ISAC) recognizes students from 749 di" erent 
high schools across the state for their high academic achievement. 
Congratulations to these student scholars!

Routt Art students

Kalyssa Birdsell, Martin Asama, Amanda Harmon, Erika Haley, Tommy 
Schierl, Jasper Sleeman and Martha Maruna havebeen awarded 
special reconition as the winners of the “High School Class Award” for the 
Regional O$  ce of Eduction’s Annual Art Contest.
Winners in individual categories went to Martin Asama, given the  
Regional O$  ce of Education Award, Erika Haley receiving the 
Chamber of Commerce Award and Kalyssa Birdsell the Mayor Ezard 
Award. Students were honored during  a Gallery Hop and opening, for the 
month long show at Lincoln Land Community College.  
Congratulations Routt art students! 

Fine Arts 

President Jimmy Carter at IC
Routt Students had the opportunity to hear President Jimmy 
Carter speak at Illinois College.

Congratulations go to the engineering 
team of Martin Asama, Adam Birdsell 
and Caitlin Smith on their 1st place 
% nish in the 13th annual Trebuchet 
Engineering Challenge! 

Jasper Sleeman, has also been named a Commended Student in the
2015 National Merit Scholarship Program. A Letter of Commendation 
from the school and National Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC), which 
conducts the program, will be presented by the principal to this scholastically talented senior.

Caitlin Smith (le& ) plays Elaine Benes 
and Will Lindsey plays the Soup Nazi 
in the Routt Catholic High School play 
“Festivus with the Soup Nazi.”

! e Art Class enjoys their 
award of a pizza party.

New SmartBoards donated by the 
Tracy Family Foundation Grant

Students use new iPads in Yearbook 
and MultiMedia class.
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Class of 1964

Class of 1984

! e Class of ‘64 held their 50th reunion on July 11 and 12th. A Friday night get together at the KC Hall and Saturday night 
was at the Illi-Wiki-Up campgrounds.  As the classmates arrived at the campground they were greeted by the pope (David 
Deweese).  ! e enjoyed dinner and dancing by “Tapestry.”  Many “remember when” conversations.  What a great time!

Bernie Ferry, Glenn Reside, 
Jack Bilmore and Tom Allen.Committee Members: Karla 

Havens, Denise Brady and 
Judy Watt.

Class of 1994

1994 Classmates gathered on August 16 for a reunion at ! e 
Irish Toad:
Chris Kaufmann, Carrie Baptist Perry, Matt Suttles, Dan Berg-
schneider, Brad Cors, Kerris Osborn, Amanda Chumley Kluge, 
Lee Tobin, and Becca Ward

Standing from le#  to right: Gretchen Mahaney, 
Tonia Vitale Alfano, Mary Tobin-Egbert, Julie 
Stremlau, Mark Kindred, Cecily Beyers Neill, Mary 
Jo Hogan Weimer, Amy O’Brien O’Dell, Chris 
Santiago-Foos, and Mike Carmody.
Seated from le#  to right: Julie Nolan Sellars, Debbie 
Fortado Moody, Bill Gedwill, Mary Votsmier Reveal, 
and Joanie Carrigan Schone.

Routt Alumni Invitational

To add some fun to their 30 Year Reunion, the Class of 1984 
socialized with other alums during Dream’s Weekend, the Class of 
1984 planned a golf outing at Northridge Hills on Saturday, August 
30th.  Everyone seemed to enjoy the event.  

We hope to start a tradition!  
! anks to everyone for participating.  Special thanks to A. Gaudio 
and Son’s and State Representative CD Davidsmeyer for their 
thoughtful prize donations.  A special Routt Alumni thank you 
to Tracy Cors-Doolittle (’76) for all her hard work in getting the 
event together!  
   Participants:  

Joanie Carrigan Schone (‘84)
Mike Carmody (‘84)

Bill Gedwill (‘84)
Lisa Keller-Reed (‘82)

Cecily Beyers-Neill (‘84)
Julie Stremlau (‘84)

Mary Jo Hogan-Weimer (‘84)
Megan Langdon-McGuire (‘97)

Ryan McGuire (‘97)
Patrick Langdon (‘07)

Alex Johnson (‘07)
Kevin Doyle (‘06)

Tom Hayden (Fiancé Erin Doyle ’00) 
Frank Kaufmann (‘78)

Bob McSherry (‘78)

Joel Yording (‘78)

! e fabulous team of 1978 alums Frank Kaufmann, Bob 
McSherry and Joel Yording clinched the tournament.  
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Alumni News

 SAVE THE DATE!

Class of 1965 

50th Class Reunion 

will be held 

July 31, 2015
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From le!  to right, Kevin Doyle ‘06, Patrick 
Langdon ‘07, Michael Doyle ‘08, and Scott Erthal 
‘05.  Routt alums took a trip to the University of 
Mississippi sharing a photo of their travels.

Routt alums enjoy the ride in 
the Homecoming Parade.

• " e Routt Development o#  ce is here to assist with plans and details of your class reunion. Below are a 
few guidelines and tips to help you get started.

• 
• Form a Reunion Committee (optional).
• Contact Routt Development o#  ce at 217-243-8563 or email Development Director at development@

routtcatholic.com with date of reunion 
• Pick up class list with address, phone, and email information from Development o#  ce.
• Update class list and return to Development o#  ce so we can update our database.
• Plan all details of reunion (venue, entertainment, food, drinks, pricing, etc.).
• Routt Development o#  ce will post class reunion details, along with invitation, on the school website.
• If a Class Reunion Book is made, please share a copy with us for our reunion $ le.
• Consider creating a Class Scholarship
• 
• " e Routt Development o#  ce will provide:
• A Class Directory
• Labels for mailings
• Fall school calendar/football schedule
• Posting of reunion details on Routt website, facebook, and twitter
• Information on establishing Class Scholarships

Joe Cors “61 - Member or 2014 
“OMEN 70” Major+ Senior 
So! ball team that won the SSUSA 
World Chamionship in Las Vegas 
in October, 2014. “" is is a thrill 
of a lifetime playing for the top 
rate team. Playing so! ball has 
been my career since I retired.”

Rose (Chumley ‘68)
Fernandes and brother 
Bob Chumley ‘64) at the 
Veterans’ Assembly.
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Mary Eileen Ferry  12/8/2014 1943
Amy Kindred Meehan  11/12/2014 1999
Roger Rainville  11/4/2014 1968
Virgilene  Easley Fitzpatrick 10/26/2014 1938
Michael Kershaw  10/26/2014 1968
Stephen A. Baker  10/26/2014 1969
Gerald Cosgri!   10/18/2014 1958
Matthew R. Chumley  9/22/2014 1992
F. " omas Sorrill  8/9/2014 1969
Mary Ann  Devlin Flynn 7/30/2014 1953
Kaye M. Strubbe Suter  7/12/2014 1957
James Neil Craddock  2/7/2014 1971
  

Marriages

Alumni Friends

Monty L. Wood  10/28/2014 
Robert Stout   10/26/2014 
Robert L. Williams  10/21/14
Betty Tucker   10/7/2014
Ronald Spangenberg    9/16/2014 
Emily I. Zimmer Craddock   9/7/2014 
Joseph H. Farran    7/21/2014 
Dorothy D. Scott    7/13/2014 

Lynsey Yording (‘06) married Tyson Ryan from Salem, Illinois, on 
October 25, 2014. " e wedding nuptials were  held at Our Saviour 
Church, in Jacksonville; a reception followed at Hamilton's.  
" e couple met at SIUE in 2009 where Lynsey received a 
Pharmacy Doctorate and Tyson received a Bachelor's degree in History.  
All of the eight bridesmaids are Routt Alumni!  Rachel Castleberry 
('07), Annie Yording ('02), Jamie Yording ('00), Jessica (‘97) Yording 
Lightfoot, Erica Yording ('06), Colleen Doyle ('06), Erin Hembrough 
(‘06) Eo! , and Whitney Stewart ('06).  
" e couple currently lives in Jacksonville where Lynsey is  a pharmacist 
at " e Medicine Shoppe and Tyson works as a truck salesman at Smoky 
Jennings Trucks in Palmyra, IL

Margaret Katherine Anne Schnake, daughter of Eric 
and Danielle Arendt (‘07) Schnake – “Maggie” was 
born August 20, 2014..  Maternal grandparents are 
Dee (PE Teacher and Coach) and Doug Arendt.

Births
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Alumni News

2015 Alumni Association Winter Ball

Alumni  Association Awards

will be presented at the

Winter Ball

February 21, 2015

Hamilton’s

$30 per person

Contact the Development O!  ce  at (217) 243-8563 or 
development@routtcatholic.com for tickets.

What’s New With You?
Routt would love to share your good news.  

A Graduation? Marriage?  Birth of a child?  Promotion? 
Let us know ...send an email to development@routtcatholic.com
or complete information below .

Please complete and send to the school or click on Alumni Update at www.routtcatholic.com

Name ___________________________________________________________Routt Class of _____________
Address __________________________________________________________________________________
City _____________________________________________________________ State/Zip Code ___________
Cell Phone _________________________________ Preferred Email Address __________________________

Achievements/Degrees  (including dates and institutions)
___________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

Job Title _________________________________________________Employer ________________________
Other Information _________________________________________________________________________

      Please publish my news in the Routt newsletter.  Submit information to development@routtcatholic.com  
We welcome news related to your career, awards, reunions or travel with Routt friends, and any other information 
of interest to alumni including weddings, births, and obituaries. 

Like us on facebook Routt Catholic High School  follow us on twitter @Routt Alumni
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Make A Di! erence!
Give to the Annual Fund.  Every gi!  to the Annual Fund 
– no matter the size – makes a di" erence!  Gi! s are added 
to the operating cost for this current year.  As you know 
tuition alone does not cover the full cost of educating a 
student at Routt Catholic.  $ e actual cost per pupil is over 
$10,000, as compared to the $3700 tuition.  Your gi!  is tax 
deductible.  Donations must be received by June 30, for 
this  & scal year.

Matching Gi# s -- Your gi#  could be matched 

dollar for dollar! 
Many companies o" er a Matching Gi!  program to their 
employees that will double, even triple a donation’s value. 
Employers set up matching gi!  programs as a way to 
make charitable contributions to organizations that are 
important to their employees. 
$ e bene& t for you is:
- You receive donor credit.
- You direct your company’s philanthropic dollars to 
 Routt Catholic High School.
- Your support is doubled.
To & nd out if your company will match your contribution 
to Routt or if you have questions about your company’s 
matching gi!  program, please contact your 
personnel/human resources o(  ce.

Some companies that Match 
Gi! s:
 
ADM
Bank of America
GlaxoSmithKline
Intel
Johnson & Johnson
State Farm
Merck Monsanto Fund
Morgan Stanley
Prudential
WalMart
Wells Fargo
Boeing
Cargill
ConAgra Foods, Inc.
Verizon
UPS
Milliken and Company
Ameren
Avon
Aramark
Dole Food Company

$ ank you! 
Many of you give back to Routt with your time, your inkind gi! s, and your talents, and your support is greatly appreciated.  

We could not do all that we do without your help.  

$ e 2014-15 Annual Fund goal is $57,000.  As of this publication, our fund is at $22,000.  Won’t you help us reach our goal?  $ is 
year’s fund will end on June 30.  Please check with your employer to see if they will match your gi! .  A list below covers a small 
representation of companies that o" er a matching gi! .  It truly does make a di" erence.

Give online! You can now give your gi#  online.  Go to our website at www.routtcatholic.com and click on DONATE...

credit cards are also accepted over the phone or by completing the information on the enclosed envelope.

Donations made to speci& c funds also help to support the school in a variety of ways.  Monies may be used to support our 
scholarships, teachers in their classrooms, technology, & ne arts, athletics, etc.  

Every gi#  counts... $ ank you for your generosity!                    

$ ank you to all who donated to the Harvest of � anks - Springtime of Hope Endowment.  
$4,397.00 was recieved fo continueing education and tuition assistance.  
God bless you for your generosity.
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Fitness Center Update

Birdsell Machine 
(Doug and Karmen)
Bobby and Cortney Bonjean
Robert Bonjean, Jr.
Sandy Bordenkircher
Annie and Rich Brahler
Jim Burke
Brian and Stacy Chumley
Harry and Kaye Coop
Brad Cors
Jamie and Cathy Cosgri! 
Gerald Cosgri! *
Fred and Linda Curtis
Ed and Joann Doyle
Chris and Don Fernandes
Mike and Chriss Garde
John Hall
Mary Jackson
Jr. Irish
Marianne Kaufmann
Dick Kaufmann

Margaret Kaufmann Memorial
Dorothy Cobb Keller
Mike and Betty Kuvinka
Phil and Kathy Langdon
Frances Leland
Je!  and Laura Lonergan
Krista and Jamie Martin
Mike and Michelle May
Linda & Jerry McGinnis
Anthony Miller
Bob and Pat Pinkerton
RCHS/OSS Booster
Tim and Kelly Ruppel
Je!  Tobin
Will and Ann Whalen
Patrick Whalen
Wally Baptist Foundation
Father David Ryan
Jim and Lusica Hankins
Donald and Joyce Schmidt

" ank you to those that have donated towards the Fitness Center:

" e construction is # nished!" e new addition increased the weight room 
by # % y percent.  $25,000.00 was invested in new equipment.  Approximately 
$30,000.00 was raised in funding and donated services. " is is giving more 
space for a whole class or a team to work out at one time.   Some painting 
still needs to be done, and there are a few pieces of equipment that the school 
would like to purchase.

Principal Nick Roscetti receives a check from Dreams ‘14 and the 

Family Fun Festival committee chairs, Je!  Mossman, Stacy Beeley, 

and Bobby Bonjean  Routt and Our Saviour School each received 

$125,000!   Words cannot express how thankful we are to all who 

worked so hard to make this happen.  See you at Dreams ‘15!

Before Photos:

A% er Photos:

Businesses that have helped in the project:
Cors Electric
GCS Services 
Gri+  ths Construction
Home Depot
Leach- Remmers
Lonergan Doors
RP Lumber
Chris Terwische

! ank you!

DREAMS and Family Fun Festival


